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II\ITFICItrIUETIcIN
FOREWORD

Too many loca1 hLstorians pay lip-service to the platitude ,history ls people"
and them proceed either to devote their efforts to reconstructing bygoDe
masterpieces of arcbitecture, or lf they renember to mentior people at a1I,
confine themselvea exclusively to the upper layers of the soeial scale.

It is the intentlon of tho6e ?esponslble for produclDg tbis booklet to provide
a genuinely couprehensive account of Putney, and its inhabitants in 1851. The
bulk of the corltents derive from data extracted fron the nanuscript Census on
Enuneratoxs returns avallable at Battersea DiBtrict Llbrary, (Local History
Collection), with addltio4al daterial culled from a variety of sources sucb as
contemporary bus and rallway tlnetables.

IEE_S!xC!!_r,rElugs

On the nlght of 7th Aprll 1851, a precise record was taken throughout thb country
of every nan, woman and chi.ld presettt in each parlsh, trith their age, status,
occupatloa and blrthplace; the enuBeratorrs nanuscrlpt retur:rs foru the basis of
the present study, Fo? this ?eason, it must be regllsed that the picture
presented is a snapshot of Putney at that oonent h tlne, in the year of the
Great Exhtbltiou, rather thaa a run[lng coEmeDtary or a newsreel: The census
returD does not, for instance, enable us to assess the complete slzes of fanllies,
because tbere i6 no record of children who had dled or noved away, nor do we know
how mauy rore children there Dight have been 1r1 any glven fanlly.

Tbe assessment of "occupation[ also plesents problems. There ls on the one hand
the tendency of many people to overstate their inport€rnce in the social scale; the
rag and bone man becomes a "general dealer" and the errand boy a "baker's asslstant".
At the other end we flnd such tenns as "annuitatrti', i'fund-ho1der" and "proprietor
of houses" applied equelly to an occupant of the alnshouses Uving on her savings
or a pltta[ce from a forner employer, to Ruth Taylor, vidow aged 66, ]-tvlng at
tower Common (next door to Vlne Cottage) presumably on the rents of Taylols
Bulld1llgs off Quill Lane, or to Carollne Chapnan, also a vidow, aged 68, vhose
fanily had beer owners of ,Riverbank" and the Point Brewery, liviDg in the Hlgh
Street wlth her slste" Elizabeth W1lllanson, wldow of the owner of the biggest
scarlet dye-works in l9aldsworth. However, provided the sanple examined is large
enough, these inequalities iron out, atrd so do not significantly dlBtort the
overall plcture.



THE CENSUS AREA

f'or the purposes of the Census, and for this revlew, Putney is taken as,including
the whole of the ancient palish, that is, including Boehanpton (a separate
EccLesiastlcal Distrlct fr:on 1845) as well as the more recently established
parish of St,Margaret's (hived off from Putney and Roehampton ln 1923).

The ancient parlsh of PutDey covers 224O acres, roughly in tbe stlspe of a
triangle having two sides of apploxinately three nlles and a base of 1l
miles along the river.

The river frontage is fron Deodar Road/Wsndsworth Park to the nouth of the
Boverley. The boundary then follows the Beverley for about half a mlle by
Barn E1ns, turning south to dlvide Putney and Bar[es commons and coqtlnuing
along Dyers Lane to Upp€r Richnond Boad. Here it turns westward for three
quarters of a mile to Priests Bridge, vhere Lt agaln tu"ns south to follow
the Beverley through Richnond Park to Putney VaIe. A short distance beyond
the Poltsmoutb Road bridge, the boundary strlkes off north-eastward, and runs
practically straight past the WlndnilL, across Tibbett's Corner, along the
Iine of the rallway through East PutBey statlon, and so back to Deodar Road.

ACKNOWLEDGEI\IENTS

Thls booklet is the resuLt of the jol"nt labours of a group of students under the
direction of Mr.Keith Bailey in tbe Loca1 Hlstory Worksbop held at Mayfield
School, Wandsworth, during the sessiorl 1976/77. llenbers of the class who
assisted in the extlactlon and analysls of the census data \{ere:-

Miss Bryan
Mrs. Dolan
Mrs . Fuce
MT.HilI

Mrs. Keene
Ii{rg. Outred
Mrs . Peacock

Most of the editing and writing was ably udertaken by the late Mr,Don Pollock
and the ploduction of this booklet owes much to hls dedicated efforts.

Roger Logan
Edi tor



LIE trIF THE LANtrI
A. surLoruc DEvELopMENTs up ro 1881

During the first half of the nineteenth century, Putney experi.enced an
unprecedented lncrease 1n populatior, from2428 in 1801 to 5179 in 1851,
well over double in just two generations, As we shall- see, nuch of this was.
due to immigxation fron all parts of Britaln and even from overseas, althougb
the declining nortality rate nust have meant a better chance of survival for
Putney-boru children, During this period, the number of houses rose from about
430 to more than 950, slightly faster than the rate of population increaEe.
During the 1840is alone,22O houses were built in Putney, more than trvice ttre
number s'hich nade up the whole village 300 years before, in the 15th and 16th
centuries. Even so, only six oI seven were built each year in the earlier
eighteen hmdreds, a rate which accelerated sharply to nore than twenty per
annum by the 1840's.

In nany cases, these houses were not buitt on new, conseiously-planned estates,
but were iufilling within the existing street pattern, or extensions along
such streets further lnto the fields. Putney had not yet begur to experi,ence
the large-scale activities of speculative developers and bullders, although
already in three areas around the ancient settlement there were indications of
the shape of things to cone, viz. 66y Street, the Charlwood Boad area and
Parkfields, to give them their present-day names.

The Gay Street area had been laid out in 1826 on land belonglng to Dr.Carnalt,
who had bought and denoli.shed the DrAranda House ("The Palace"). By 1829,
about 65 houses had been built here, a total which had lncreased to 105 by
1851.

By 185O, viltas had begun to spring up on erstwhile narket garden ground
furtber west, in Charlwood noad, Uothan Vi1las and Clarendon Road, all of which
ale referred to ln 1851 as "lhe Gardens", while even more remote, md not
joined to the rest of Putney by building until after 1860, were the small
shops and cottages in Parkfields and the Upper Rlchmond Road grouPed around
the Arab Boy. This last development owed much to the comblnation of Ctrarles
Lee (1807-1880), who had carried out the survey for the Richmond Railway al]d
had prepared the Putney Tlthe Apportionment in 1848, as well as bein8 the
archltect of St.John's Church, and Henry Scarth, a local solicltor who owned
the Parkfields Site. This was typical of dozens of such uniona of interest
between architects/surveyors and solicitors in Victorian London, with one
providing the estate-plaaaing expertise, and the other having the entree
to loca1 life and finance. Lee probably sol.d the ldea of vil1as in such
remote locations to potential investors on the basis of a new concept of
middle-class comuters on the }ailway, although as we shall see, thls was
not the case with the first-generation occupants, which may account for
the rapid tumover of tenancles whtch is apparent in the first ten years.
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These buildlngs rvere nostly constructed in a very conservative classical
sty1e, already rather outmoded by central London stan<lards, although it
continued in Putney throughout the 185O's, for example in the neat little
vi1las of Stratford Grove. This represented another sort of development
techniquer lvi11im Stratford, who lived ln one of the two large houses
at the south end of Bi.gg's Bow, owned the land, and his elder son John,
who at the early age of 23 was already in business as a builder on a faixly
large scale (he lived at the top end of Boehanpton High Street aud enployed
five men), would no doubt udertake the structural work to their mutual
advantage. At the time of the census the first four houses in Stratford Glove
were occupi.ed, one more was finished but sti1l vacart, and ten more were
uDder construction. Incideutally, it had not yet acquired its name, being
lmped in with the rest of the houses in this part of Putney under the
comon title of Back Lmes.

It will be seen that all this building activity was confined to the west
side of the High Street: not for another ten years, when the grouds of Line
Grove on the HiIl sd Putney House by the river canne on to the market,
would there be any noticeable change to the east.

Er-9tElIr-I4qES -

The allocation of street names in 1851 seens to have been a far more haphazard
business than it is today. Apart fron the old-established through roads, the
High Street, Putney Hil1, Wandsworth Lane, the Upper Richmond Road and Lower
Richmond Road plus Windsor Street, onLy the Gay Street development of the
182O's cm be said to have been deliberately named street by street from the
outset.

Of the rest of Putney's housi.ng in 1851, much of it consisted of courts and
alleys, or sma1l groups of tvo or three cottages, each of which had its ow
name, not infraequentty derived from the builder or proprietor - Parson's
Vil1as, Pricets r,o1ly, Watker's Place, Harrists Yard, Stewart's Rents, Biggs'
Row, tdarch's Place are a few examples,

To the west of the Hi.gh Street, the name Back Lmes seems to have been used
for everything between lval-ker's place and the present Charlwood Boad, itself
a prime exmple of the way in which na.nes were chopped md chmged. In 1851
Charlwood Road, together with the few houses beyond it (the beginnings of
Clarendon Boad and Hotham Road) were al-1 referred to as "The Gardens"; in
the previous hundred years there are references to it as "worple IYay", "Biggs
Lale", "Back Lanes" and even "Plattfield" at the f'elsham Road Crossing. Not
mtil 1869 was it officially (and erroneously) named charlewood Road, a mis-
spelling which was not corrected mtil 1902!

The appended list is not intended to be a complete guide to Putney's street
nomenclature in 1851, it includes only those names referred to in the followj,ng
chapters, as an aid to their identification i-n present-day Putney.
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GAZETEER OF CHANGED STBEET NAM!]S

1p5 1

ALbert Place

!3J1

Contlnuation of Weinar Street to west
(vacant site)

Lacy Boad (part). AdJacent High Street.

Challwood Road, HothaD Eoad, Clarendon Drive.

Felsham Road

Weimar street to Lower Richnond Road (bullt over).

Waterman Street (Bricklayers Arns) to The P1att,

Lacy Road (Crown Court).

At the river end of Sprlng Passage

Wateman Street

Back Lanes Lacy Road (part) Qui1l Lane, Cardinal Place'

Brewhouse Lane Brewhouse Street

Chick Row Felshan Road west of Hippodrone (vacalt 6ite)

Church Row Off High Street, adjacent St.l{ary's Church
(L C. L. site)

Cock's or Cox's BulLdings Henry Jackson €state. Felshan Road.

Coopers Arns Lane

Gardens, I'he

Gardiners Lane

Malthouse Yard

North Place

Prlces !'olly

nagnans Castle

Biver Street

Sadlers Buildhgs CoNaondale (Jerrotd Lodge)

Souttr Place Felsham Road (Phelps House)

Spring Gardens Spring Passage

Stewarts Rents Commondale (Jerrold Lodge)

Taylors BuLldtngs Off Lacy Road (Crown Court)

Terrace, Ihe Lower RichrBond Road (Kenilworth Court)

Wallers Cottages Putney Hospital N.Block (Lower Common)

Wandsuorth Lane Putney Bridge Road

Windsor Street Lower Richnond Road (lligh Street to The Platt)
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LtrIGAL SCICIETY
A. srATrsrrcs

The total resident populatlon of Putney on zth Aprj.l 1851 was 5179, of whom

2383 <46%) were male atd2796 (54%) fenale. In addition, the census revealed
a further 101 people present in Putney that night 'of no fixed abode', nade
up of 85 gypsies on the Lower Common and 16 people on boats on the river,
which brought the enumerators' retums up to a grand total of 5280 <2435tu. +

2a45f), For statistical purposes however, the 1o1 itinerants can be
ignored, slnce it is the 5179 residents that are the subject of this study.
Ttley constituted 1066 separate households, occupylng 919 dwelling houses.
Thj-s means that, L47 families lived in sub-Iet acconnodation, but over and
above this were some 150 Lodgers, pLus 160 'visitors' many of whom were
probably paying guests.

Table 1 summarLses the age/sex structure by age groups, and Fig.1 depicts the
conplete "pyra:nid", showi-ng clearly the different life expectations of nales
md females at that tine"

TABIE I

Putney 1851 - Agelsex Structuxe

Age Group

0-14
t5-29
30-44
45-59
60 & over

Not known

TOTAL

Male

No. %

836 16

660 13

470 9

2AA 5

135 3

2-

FemaIe

Is.- %

802 15

851 L7

617 L2

JJZ I

1_73 3

1-

TotaI
No. %

1638 31

1511 30

1087 2t
632 L2

308 6

3-

2383 46 5L79 100

It will be noted that the female popuLation exceeded the nales by 413 whieh
expressed as a ratio meant that for every 100 nales there were 117 females'
the imbalance being particularly sigrificant in the 20 - 35 age group ald in
the over - 5ors. Many of the'surplus' fenales in the 15 - 30 age gxoup were
domestic servants, part of larger housholds and not in separate fmilies of
their own. Over the age of 50, on the other hand, ma,ny widows and spinsters
"of lndependent means" lived in Putney on the proceeds of rents, interest and

annuities.
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The fact that nearly one-third of the population in 1851 was aged 14 or less
ma,y come as a surprlse, but it nust be remembered that infant lDortality was
Very high and family sizes much laIger than today. OnIy 6/6 of the people
ln Putney were aged 60 and over. (In the Borough of Wandsworth in 1921, the
comparable flgures wete 27% under 15 and zoqo over 60).

75+

70-74

6r-69

60-6tr

,)-19

10-r4

t r_,r9

Lo -/.li

fl;:;j
35-r'

!0 lti

25-2j

?o.u

tr_ t,

r0- l{

,-?

t
NALE

lo 2'
( ETALE

TIGUBE 1

Putney 1851 Ase/sex_profile
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B, onrcrng

lyhele did people in Putney j.n 1851 come from? Despite it being a self-
contalned smal1 town, sti1l well away from the suburban sprawl of London,
only about one-third of the people enumerated in April that year were
bofn in the parish, the other two-thlrds comlllg from places as near as
Fulham and as far away as Indla. Table 2 below gives details of birth-
places, by parishes iu the case of nearby localities and by counties or
countrleE of or|igin for the rest. ]t will be seen that besldes the 25% born
in the parish, 31% of Putney people were born in other parts of Surrey
or iu Middlesex, with a further 10% fron the rest of the home courties,
replesenting over three-qualters of the lnhabitarts of the parish. Few
cane from the north of England, Wales or Scotland, and less than 3% fron
Ireland (nany of these last were concentrated in Coxrs Buildings ard the
other snall coults aDd slleys behind Bigg's Bow). Pupils at the varlous
boarding schools and colleges account for a high ploportion of those
born overseas.

It will be noted that outside the Home Counties, Hanpshire produces the
highest figure for inxdgrants, no doubt due to so[e extent to Putney's
locatlon ot1 the main Po]tsmouth/WLnchester/Southampton Road, but Ln view
of what ls often Baid about migrants tending to come fron counties or
parishes lying in the same sector as the parish concerned, ln this case the
south-west, 1t ls interesting to note hou, few come from counties beyond Ilenpshire,
compared with the influx from East Angtla, whlch i.s diaEetrically oppused ln
the noxth-east sector. Just why this should be so iB not apparent; the census
does not provide the aJxswer. A11 that can be said is that of the 226 people
concemed, 69 yere domestic sexvants, thefe is a fair sprinkling of gardeners
from Nortolk and Suffolk enployed in Roehanpton, and the rest afe s randon
seLection of heads of households, wives and children scattered 4bout the parlsh.
One posslble explanation is that the purchase of tr'inborough Ha1l, Suffolk,
by Roger Pettl{ard in 1795, and other Pettiwa}d estates 1n Norfolk, may have
had sone bearing, by recruiting domestics from nearby villages, which nlght
1n turn lead to others in search of $'olk following then to putney.

It is noteworthy that ln general, the Putney-born famllies, partlcularly those
going back more than one generation, tend to be concentrated in the older
properties; the newer and better quality housing such as the Lower Terrace Ln
llindsor Street, Hotham Villas and rThe Gardens', and where development was
st11l going on, in Stratford Grove and Charlwood Road, were occupi-ed almost
exclusively by people moving into Putney from outside. Few of these families
were of the artisatr or labouring class, the najority bej-ng ln professional or
semi-professi-onal occupatlons, plus a slgnificant proportion who were property
owners or of independent means.
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IABfLE__?"

BIRTHPLACES OT' INHABITANTS

glRlmLaqE_

Putney

Adjacent parishes*

City of London

Chels ea/Westmins ter

Lamb e thlSouthw ark

Rest of Surrey

Rest of Middlesex

Kent

Hampshire

Suffolk
Sussex

Berkshire

Hertfordshire

Essex

Norfolk

lli 1 tshi re

Somerset

Bucki.ngh amshi re

Yorkshire

Oxfordshire

Lancashi re

Devonshire

Glouces tershire
Nottinghamshire

l{arwi ckshi re

Canbridgeshire

Northamptonshi re

Dorset

Lei. cester/Rutland

sq1$l1q91r

[q.

1805

324

424

302

253

!7.9

L02

91

89

81

76

73

62

49

47

45

42

4L

38

35

29

25

24

23

23

19

1a

BIRTHPLACE

Shropshire

Cornwall

Herefordshire

Worces tershi re

Bedfordshire

Staffordshixe

Lincolnshire

Derbyshire

Cheshlre

Cmberl,and

Northumberland

Durham

liestmorland

Hunti.ngdonshi re

Glanorgan/Monnouth

Other Wales

Scotland

Ireland
Ctrannel Islmds

Isle of Man

France

Gerrtra.ny

Other Europe

Colonies

u. s. A.

At Sea

Not Known

TOTAL

L7 0.3

14 0.3
74 0.3
L4 0.3

13 0.2

13 0,2

10 0.2

10 0.2
9 0.2
8 0.2

I O.2

6 0.1

5 0.1
3 0.1

34. 8

7.2

6.3
4.9

2.4

5.8

4.9

3.4

2,O

1.8

1.7

1.6

1.5

1.4

t.2
0.9

0.9

o.9

0.8
o.8

o.7
o.7

o.5

o.5
o.4

o,4

0.4

o.4
o.3

NO.

8

15

86

L45

2

1

32

8

30

5179

o.2

0.3
L,7

2.4

o.6

o.2

0.6

30 0.6

2-
1-

32 0.6

\Yandsworth, Fulhan, Wimbledon,
Barares and Mortlake.

LOO%
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e. socrAL srnucruRE

The following analysis is based on heads of households on1y, excluding lodgexs,
boarders and dependents, since the status of a fanily j,n society was a
reflection of the job and income of the head, even where tromen and chlldren
supplemented the fanily income.

The division into Classes is based on the Begistrar General's Classifications
of 1921 ard 1951, which are broadly as follows:- Class I = higher professional;
Class II = lower professional, independent shopkeepers, clerks and enployers
of labour; Class III = skilled workers, shop assistants, donestj"c servants;
Class Iv = seni-skilled wor.kers; Class v = unsk1l1ed workers. Class III 1s
subdivided into IIIM and IIIN, representing manual ald non-marual workers
respectively.

TABIJ 3

socrAl,_ _G&!D_ING -gr',HEA!q OF FAMr Lr ES

Class I
II
III M

III N

IV
v

65
266
180
2La
163
155

6.2%
25.4%
L7.2%
20.8%
L5.670
t4.8%

to47 100.0%

No details are available for the renai.ning
19 households (1.870 of the 1066 total), due
to the family being away from hone or no
occupation being i.dentified for the head of
the household.

There i.s a fai?ly regular distribution here, with 32% Ln CLasses I and II, 38%

in Class III md 30% in Classes IV and V. This may seem surprising in view of
the commonly held concept of Putney as the haunt of the aristocracy, bukers
and brokers, but these people formed only the upper 6%, supported by, and
themselves supportlng, much la"ger numbers of tradesnen and other seryices,

The average size of a Putney household in 1851 was 4.8 persons, and the average
number of inhabltarts per dwelling house was 5.6. There were however wide
variations, from people livlng on thelr own to households such as that of
Althony Fothergill Bainbridge, Brewer and Magistrate, living in Gordon House
at the top of the High Street with his wife, mother-in-1aw, five yomg daughters
and nine servmts, a total of seventeen, or Doctor Comack at Essex House a
little lower down on the other si.de, wbose household totalled nineteen. At
the other end of the social sca1e, in Isabella Place the avelage number of
persons li-ving in each of the ten occupied cottages (two were vacant) was 9.7.
Tlle record was held by No.3 lnto whlch were crammed three fam1I1es: William
Mead, Zinc l{orker aged 34, his wife and five chlldren, Sarah Brocksopp, widow,
aged 45, Charyoman, and her fourteen year old son, and John Wild, Plasterer aged
44 wit}: a wife and three children, fourteen in all in a sna11 two-storey cottage.
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In the adjacent Cox's Buildings, twelve cottages mostly occupied by imigrant
Irish labourers, the overcrowdj-ng is not quite so bad, the average number of
occupmts per house being 6,8 with a maximum of thirteen md a minimum of three.

As mlght be expected, there are significmt geographical variations in the
distribution of the various classes. The Iligh Street stil1 had a numbex of
fine old mmsions, such as Essex House md Fairf ax House, md accoulted for
sixteen of the Class I families, a far cry from the trmsfornation which took
place in the next half-centufy. Of the rest, thirteen were in the Putney Hil1,z
Putney lleath enumeration districts, twelve were in the Boehampton area' while
the nes, building expmsion in "The Gardens" accounted for another five.

Class II is predictably concentrated in the High Street (74) and the adiacent
part of wmdsworth Lane (15), which is not surprising since the great maiority
of shopkeepers were itr the village centre, living over their place of business,
whilst ll,i.ndsor Street, which included The Terrace, accomted for uother
twenty, about half of whom were annuitmts or fund-holders of one sort or atrother.

Class III is more c-'ven1y spread throughout the parish, usually forning betveen
a half md one third of all households.

C1ass IV shows signs of concentration in definite groups: the courts and alleys
arowd the i]i.gh Street ard the Gay Street/Platt areas account for over half of
them, 88 out of 163. Occupations such re Porters, Coachnen and Watermen are
included in Class Iv ard one would expect to flnd them in such areas.

Class V is even nore concentrated, in the smaller back streets adiacent to the
High Street, the crolvded area between Biggs Row and L{archrs P1ace, and the
1itt1e cotony on the Lower Comon, which between them accout for 103 out of 155.
No Class V families lived in the Hj-gh Street itself, and otly 22 of this class
are found in Roehampton.
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EMPLtrIYMEI\IT
{. __ocpt1t4119_rys

How were Putney people emplo-u-ed in 1851? Again, the following conclusions
are based on heads of households and exclude the occupations of dependents
arld others in employilent. This has been done to faci]1tate cornparison wlth other
parishes and census years in due course, since much of this arcillary employ-
nent was part-tine or casual, :uld varied in extent between places sd at
different times. Table 4 shows the occupational pattern of Putney households,
divided into broad groups,

Iullj! '1

3,-lltlLg-y 11*8-51- - Ilain llnplov!(rnt Cat_egorie_s

G,to_qp \qg!.e-.t '!"

Manufacturillg 132 13.0
Agriculture 94 9.3
Building 726 \2.5
Retailing.,tc. 727 12.o
Donestic Services 173 17 . t
Industrtal Services L07 10.6
l{i.ring and Quarl'yingi 3 0. 3

Private ['le:xrs 92 9.1
Professions 103 LO.2
Transport 60 5.9

lOTAL l(,,t@ 100. o
_ - -_:--- '-'

* The three householders in this category list their
occupati()n as Well-dlggers.

@ The remai.ning 55 heads of households were away from
home, were on Parish Reli.ef, or gave no details of
occupation.

It wilI be noted that the largest groups are, respeclively, Domestic Services
(17%), Manufacturing (13ii), Building Trades (t2.5'.1,) and Retailing Services (12%).
This pettern, taken with the 10.2,oo represeotation of the professions and 9.1%
of households being "of independent nreans", combine to give a good basis for ar
understandlng of what llfe was like in putney in 1851. Bear in mind that the
"Manufacturers" were in most cases tailors, bootmakers ard dressmakers working
at home to neet the demand from local upper md middle class patrons - the only
"industri.al" manufacturers operating on any sort of scale were Dallett's soap
and tallow wo"ks on the corner of Wandsworth Lane and the Higb Street, and IIr.
llood's Anctror Brewery, occupylng the site between Felsham Road and Lacy Road
which continued as brewery prenises into the 1970rs.
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Agriculture only accounted for 9.3%, in spite of so much of Putney bej.ng stlI1
open ground, much of it devoted to ma"ket gardening, while transport, including
the river and the railway, occupied less thal 6%, a reflection on the one hand
of the number of private carriages (and horses) kept in Putney in 1851, ard on
the other, the lack of mobility of the local working population, due to the
absence of facilities for travel.

One is left with the iilpression that Putney was a relatively "closed" economy,
without nuch employnent outside the parish and 1itt1e or no regular tlavel to
LoEdon for work. The whole place seems permeated with the effects of substantial
nuobers of upper ard middle class fanilies living here and their multiplier
effects on domestic service, retailing and building, Putney seems to have been
a place where people got a livlng taking in each others washing - 1iteraI1y so
in the case of the manv lamdresses !

E.-:lreruLl
Much has been written about the importance of Watermen in the history of putney,
and it is often tacitly assuned that they sti11 forned a significant elenent in
the population during the 19th century. The 1851 Enumerators'Returns show clear).y
that this was not the case. Indeed, the building of Putney Bridge in 1729, along
wlth the growth in road (and rail) traffic ln the first hall of the 19th century,
probably meant that reve"side lrutney was at a very low ebb. Although the
University Boat Race had been rowed from Putney regularly since 1845, its Golden
Age as a centre of rowing and pleasure boating had not yet begun, Most of the
rlverside was stlll osier beds: there were no buildings west of Ragmans Castle
to the parlsh boundary at the Beverley, and the Embankment itself was not
constructed until 1887-

In 1851, there were twenty watermen, three of whom described thenselves as
"lightermen" also, one lighteruan as such and two apprentices. In additiotr
there was a solitary fisherman, Lewis Gibson, aged 40, born in Chiswick and
living in Spring cardens. A11 llved near the river, nearly half in Spring
Gardens, and the reat in Brewhouse Lane, Albert Place, Church Row etc., the
furthest removed being Ln South P1ace. John Cobb, the lighterman, was in
Malthouse Yard, opposite the draw dock in Windsor Street. Of these twenty-
three, fourteen were born in Putney, three in Fulhan, two in the Strand and
one each in Wandsworth, Hao, Isleworth and Woolwich, showing a close connection
with the Thmes, with some mobility up and down strean^ f'j-ve were menbers of the
Green family, as was Sarah Green, waterman's widowi three of these five were
born in Putney. There were four Cobbs, all local men by biTth and bearing a
name sti11 associated with Putney, and two Phelps, another well-known name, but
they were both born ie Irulhanl and had only recently moved over the river to
Spring Gardens. Seventeen of these watermen were heads of households, representlng
o^ly 2% of the Putney ?otal, hardly a najor element in local society.

Other people connected with the river were Robert Mi11er, boatbuilder, agred
31 from Eton, who carried on his business between Lower nichnond Road and the
river, where is now Ayling's boathouse and John Johnson aged 34, born ln Fu1hm,
captain on one of the "Cltizen" stemboats, who lived at 13 Albert P1ace,
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Q-Sq\yANrs_

No fewer tban L2% of all the people in Putney in 1851 were in domestic service,
a total of 644. The majority of these were living-in; only 41 lived at home and
worked elsewhere.

servets were confi"ned to families in classes I - III (for the definition of
these classes, see the chapter.rn Social Staucture, ante)' Table 5 below sets
out the pattern of llving-in servants in Putney.

TABLE 5

CIass

I
II
III

Fmilies {gejgc
Ser.vants

55
139

16

TotaI
Servmts

314
269
20

65
266
398

85
52

4

5.7
1.9
1.2

Average servants
Ler-legggtrelg

789 310 42.5* 603

*Note: 42.5% of Class I - III fanilies, = 3o.od of all families.

The difference between Classes I and II stands out clea"ly in the tabIe, the
former having on average three tlmes as many servants per household as the
lattex. Sinilarly, the proportion of households keeping servslts fal1s rapldly
between Classes I and II, and even nore rapidly between Classes II and III: in
the latter class only one family in twenty-five kept a selva.nt in 1851- Fev

households rgn to more than two servmts, but et the other extreme, sone of the
"greatrr houses had a dozen or more. For example, we find Lady St.Aubyn, d widow
of 81, living at Line Grove, an estate extending the whole length of Putney Hill
frou the Upper Richmond Road to Cut-Through Lane (Putney Heath Lile). with her
lived her son-in-law Colonel Knollys, his narried daughter and eight grand-
children aged from nine nonths to eighteen years, also one visitor, thirteen
in all, looked after by a staff of seventeen, who themaelves had six dependents.
Tte staff consisted of cook, two lady's maids, two housenalds, kitchenmaid, nutse,
nurserymaid, two footmen and a batman for the eldest grandson, wbo was a

Lieutenant in the Arny. To these must be added the outdoor staff of coachmal,
gardener and his eldest son employed as gardener's boy (he also had a wife md
five younger chlldrel), af,rd a sergeant of the Metropolita.n Police with his wife,
who seem to have doubled up as lodgekeepers md securlty guard!
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ox. again, at Grove House, Roehampton, Stephen Lyne Stephens senior, aged 87, kept
up il even more impressive household. To supply the needs of three people,
himsetf, his son aged 49 and the latter's rrench lvife, took the combined efforts
of a staff of twenty-six, a butler, a Irrench cook, valet, uder-butler, two
footmm, housekeeper, four housemaids, a dairymai.d, lady's maid, still-room
maid, two kitchen maids, a gamekeeper, coachman, two stable hmds, a Sardener
(who had a wi-fe, daughter and three-year-old nlece living with hin), three under-
gardeners (one narried), a lodge-keeper with two children and a gatekeeper in
T.gmpleton Land (Clarence Lane), which gives an overall ratio of 3 to 32'
upstairs to dovrnstairs I

The pola"j.sation of Putney society between these grand mansions (some of which
would rank as Stately Homes by today's reckonlng) and the poor' often near
destitute labouring fmilies living ln some of the courts and yards off the
Uigh Street and in the Irish enelave behind Bigg's Row is starkly recorded
in the census enumerators'notebooks and the reality cm have been no less
noticeable to a passing visitor.

1) . polrcq

In 1851 Putney boasted a police station - but only just! It was situated at
No.L Priests Brldge, a little group of eight houses on the o1d'dog-leg' of
the Upper Richmond Road (now by-passed by Upper Richmond Road. West). In the
course of some adjustments in 1957, the boudary was moved from behind these
houses to the middle of the road, so as a result they found themselves
translated from Putney, London, to Barnes in the CorEty of Surrey,

In the police station itself we find one P.C. with a large family and a twelve
year old servant gi"I; at No.3 is ar lri.sh police sergeant with two single
P.C's as lodgers, and at No.4 another P.C. with his family md three lodgerB
(not in the force). Three more P.C's appear in the Felsham Road areal one
in Biggs Row, one in Seymour Row (an Irishman, perhaps strategically situated to
keep a.n eye on hj.s compatriots in Cox's Buildings), and one in Chick Row.

In addition, two police sergemts ad two constables, with their families, are
recorded as living at the big houses or their gate-1odges. There was a sergeant
at Lime Grove, as already recorded, a P.C. at the main gate of The Priory, a
sergeant at the n.oehampton Lodge Gate of Bessborough House and a P.C. at
Lower Park on Putney Hill, perhaps acting as caretaker while the owners were
away.

There seem to trave been no police in Roehampton Village, although soon after-
wards a police station was set up in Medfield Street, then known as Klngston
Road, and later as Stamford Street.
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By the tine of the 1851 census, the penny post was vel1 established, having been
instituted eleven yeals earlier, but the postal requirenents of the 5000-odd
i.nhabitants of Putney, occupying less than 1000 houses and wlth the majority
working locally, were probably not very great. The one and only post office
was located on the south-western coroex of Putney HilL and the Upper Richnond
Road (there were no houaes at all in Upper Richmond Boad between the boundary
at East Putney and the Hill),

The postmistress was Miss Helen Johnston, a Scot, md her household as recorded
in the census $as an interesting one. There were two "household servants", a
45 years old lrish widow, and V/i1lian Grinson, aged 11, from !'u1ham. She had
three lodgers, aIl j.n their twenties: an Attorney aged 27 md two brothers, one
a Customs Clerk and the other a pensioner of the East Indj.an Navy at the age
of 25. In addition, Henry Scarth of Putney, whose name crops up as co-developer
of the Park Fields area, was staylng at the Post Office as a visitor.

The record shows only one postman resident ln the parish: William Shepherd,
aged 40, living in 14la11ers Cottages on the Lower Cornmon (now absorbed 1n the
Putney Hospital site), with his second wife ad two children. Ten years earlier
John Turaer, a Letter Carrier, was livlag at 6 Prices Fol1y with his wife,
Hannah and four chlldren; in 1851 the entry for this address reads "Hannah
Turner, widow aged 59; pauperr, formerly postman's wife". Evidently the Post
Office took no responsibility for the welfare of j-ts employees' dependents in
those days !

The only other reference to the Post Office is at 15 River Street, where lived
William llsey, 27 Mail Cart Driver, and a lodger Peter Ma"tin, 19, MaiL Bider,
neither or u,hon was born locally.
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FIELIGItrIIN A.
EtrILJGATION
_A.. cuuRcurs.

First and foremost, of course, was the Parish church of st.I{ary the Virgin, rebuilt
in 1836 on the site by the river at the foot of the Uigh Street which it had occupied
for over 500 years, though the churchyard was now cut off from the river by the
approach to the wooden bridge cutting across it. The Parish did not have a Rector
or vicar, but was assigned a Perpetual Curate (41 arrmgement which lasted until
1"868)- This office had been held since 1835 by Christopher Thomas Bobinson, by
now aged 57 a:rd still unmarried, who shared a house at the foot of Putney Hill
with a sister, also mmarried, and one domestic servant. Only one assistart
curate is listed in the census, Edward East, 34, who appears to have lived in
fair style with his wife, two smal1 children, a cook and a nursemaid in Grove House,
or part of it, Less then twenty years later Grove House was demolished to extend
Disraeli Road through to the High Street.

For dissenters, the Platt Mission had been fouded as far back as 1808 mder the
auspices of the Surrey l\'lission Society, apparently after an abortive earlier
attenpt, f<lr a reference in the society's minutes reads: "The Gospel was first
introduced into this dark village in 1?99, not without opposition The

ninister, Robert Ashton, was away when the census lecord was compiled, but his
wife Martha ard his twenty-year o1d son Robert (who was evidently following in
father's footsteps, his occupation being recorded as studying for the Ministry),
were at home at Garden Cottage in Upper Richmond Road near Dyers Lane.

There was also a small meeting house for lVesleyans established about 1845, known

as ,'the hole in the wa11", in coopers Arms Lane/Back Lane (the name va?ies from
time to tine); its site is now covered by Fe??y House on the comer of stratford
Grove. It had a spasmodic existence at first, with no permment minister as far
as can be traced, although there was a Willian R.Davj"es, 6O, described as

Dissenting llinister of Independent Denomination, living with his wife at Gotha
Cottage in the Gardens (now 2? Charlwood Road). Whether he vas connected with the
Putney &tethodists, retired, or ministering elsewhere, the census unfortunately does
trot teII us.

The spi-ritual needs of Roehampton were served by Holy Trinity parish church in
Roehampton Lme, built in 1842 and. enlarged when it became a separate Ecclesi,astical
District in 1845. This building continued in use until the present church in
Ponsonby Road was erected in 1898, It lasted in various staSes of dereliction
util 1928, when i,t was demolished. The building ln Roehampton Lane which is often
miataken for the old church is the mausolem of the Lyne Stephens family, consecrated
in 1864, which in fact stards a little further north than the site of the old
church. l.ike Putney, Boehampton also had a Perpetual Curate, the Rev.George
Edward Biber, born in lyurtemburg, married, aged 49, who is recorded as living in
part of Prospect llouse, Roehmpton High street, but there axe no entries for hj's
\vife or any family.
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SCHOOLS

There were no "Board'r schools as early as 1881: they were stil1 some twenty years
away in the future. on the other hand, on the evidence of samuel pepys md John
Everyn's diaries alone, Putney had long enjoyed a reputation for the quality of
its educational establishments, particularly those for young Iadies!

Of the schools in existence in 1851, only the parochi-aI Schools of St.Mary's,
Putney md Holy Trinity, Roehanpton survive today. Martyn's school sti11 exists
as a cha?itable tlust, but the school itself was closed in 1911, being then located
at No.13 Lower Bichmond Road.

lhe oldest scholastic foundation in Putney in 1851 was the School for the Sons of
Ifaterrnen, set up under the will of rhomas lrlartyn, dated 22nd october 1694, but due
to protracted chancery suits over the estate, the bequest was not put into effect
until 1714. This educated and clothed twenty boys, the sons of Putney lllatermen.
rt had a fine nansion "southfield House" on the south side of wardsworth Lue
which was demolished in 188? to buitd the viaduct over which the Underground trains
now pass on their way to and from East Putney. r'or some years this house was 1et
to the Rev. Chri.stopher Robinson, last Perpetual Curate and first Vicar of Putney,
but by 1851 he had moved to the foot of Putney Hill a.nd Southfield House was occupj.ed
by Ri-chard slack, ironnonger, his brother John, their respective fanilies, a house-
naid and a nurse, totalling eleven in all. smuel Elliott, aged 23, schoolmaster,
occupied a sma1l building in the grounds of southfield House, together with what
appears to be a schoolroom and playground. These were separated from the rest of
the garden and had their own access fron the road,

on the other side of wandsworth Lane, occupying the rand now covered by Deodar
Road, r'lorian Road md Merivale Road were two houses, putney llouse and the cedars,
md their grounds. Tbese were occupied by the putney college of clvir Engineerlng,
a typical victor.im enterprj.se for fostering scientific knowledge, whlch during
its brief existence of just under twenty years attained quite a high reputation.
The principal was the Rev. Benjanin Morgm Cowie, M.A,, aged 34, who lived in
The cedars together with his wife and five children (aged g nonths to flve years),
a gardener with his wife and daughter, three house servants, two footnen, a
lodgekeeper (a Chelsea Pensioner) md two students. putney House, one-ti-me
residence of sir Gerard vanneck, blother of the first Lord Huntingfield., housed
two assistet mastexs (both cmbridge B. At s) , a }Iatron, a sernpstress , si.x female
servets, two menservmts, two porters and 26 studeats aged from 16 to 24, who
canne from all over the world: India, U.S.A., Italy, ltrest Indies and Ireland, as
well as the more distant plovinces of England, The renainder of the students, nlne
in number, aged from 17 to 19, were housed wi.th one assistmt master (atso a B.A.)
md a mmservant, in ar annexe,

Also in Wandsworth Lane was Shrubbery House (Iate? Crest House), one of a paix of
houses set back from the road by Bxewhouse Lane, which were demolished when the
Castle P.H. was rebuilt in 1937/38. This had been quite a flourishing school of
music; by 1851 it was being rul by Jane Nicholls, widow aged 60, wlth only two
boarders, but ten years ea?1ier there had been eleven pupils and a resident teacher.
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In the Eigh Street there were three establishments, ru respectively by the
Misses Lewls, Enma Thompson and John Bird, as follows:-

Sarah md Anne Lewis, aged.14 
^trd 

42, had a large o1d house on the east side of
the Hi"gh Street, now covered by Messrs. W.8.Smith's shop and the entry to
lverter Road, wj-th extensive grounds reachlng back as faI as Tarling's Lane (Oxford
Road). They employed three resident teachers, including MlIe Dupuis who taught
l'rench, and five servants. There were 24 pupils aged 14 to 17, Plus one aged nlne,
the younger sister of a fourteen year old. ?hey cane nostly fron Scotland, Ireland
and the provinces: only seven were Londoners. The only pupil from overseas vas
Emma Graham, aged 15, boln in Opo"to, Portugal' of British parents. She was
presumably a member of the well-known family of Port wine shippers, in itself an

indication of the high status of the school.

At l(nox House (now No.10O) Emma Thompson, a widow aged 50 born in Putney, has one
governess, two house servants md seven pupils aged 1O to 16, including three
from the West Indies.

Next door, to the south, was John Bird's boys school. He had one assistant aged
24, two Ixish servalts erd 19 boys aged 8 to 14, plus one little brother aged
five. Wlth few exceptions they came fron the London area,

In Upper Richnond Road, the Rev. Edward Trinmer was stiI1 carrylng on Dr.Camalt's
school in the large house and gromds now covered by Carnalt Gardens and the
adjacent properties. The Doctor, who had letired nearly ten years previously,
died in 1850, but his widorv was still living in their hone in The Terrace' This
school, which had a very good name over a long period, had 44 pupils aged 7 to 16,
quite a few from India and the remainder fron the Hone Countles. The household
included four resident teachers: two classics, one maths and one French, nine
maids and two manservants, as well as the Rev. Edward TrirEer, his wife, two
daughters and one son.

Lastly ihere were the National Schools at Putney dld RoehaBpton. St.I.taryrs,
Putney, stil1 stands ln Fetsham Road, in 1851 included in the all-ernbraclng
title of Back Lanes, In the Master's house lived John Roseblade and his sister,
while Harriet west Bailey, aged 46, was in the Assistantrs house (these two
houses sre still there, adjoining the school on the south side).

The Roehanpton Infant school which forx0ed the core of the present Parish School,
had a resident mistress, 23 year old Jane Gregory, a Iocal girl, but her
assistant, 16 year old Margaret Scott, Iived at hone with her parents and her
four younger blothers in Elizabeth Place, Boehampton.

Also living in Eoeha.npton was Edwln Carthew, schoolmaster, aged 19, born in
Penzanee, who lodged at Prospect House in the High Street in company with G'E.
Biber, the German-born Perpetual Curate of Boeha,mpton, but where Mr.Carthew
taught is not revealed.

The entries for EIm Grove, occupied by the Convent of the Sacred Heart which
had rel0oved there from ACtOn the pxevious year, include nine sisters of vari.ous
ages and countries of origj,n described as "Teacher in the Poor Schoo1", from
which it would appear that the Order had set up some sort of school for local
children, but whether it was wlthin Eln Grove or in sone other building in the
village does not appear.
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Only one privately-rulr rlay rjcrhoal is recorded as such: Katllilrine l{ood, 38,
livj-ng in Coopers Arrtrs 1,.1ne bL:lveen l'lalkers Place and the Hj.gh Street, whose
husbed was employed as au "Ilonmonger's tr{essenger", gives as her occupation
"Day School", probably not nuch nore thar a chlld-ninding service. Ann Ives
aged 33 md her widowed uother aged 69, living in Back Lmes near Prices Folly
also Maria Steathes, a widow of 33 living in lyindsor Street opposite the Star
and Galter, are all described as schoolmistresses, ard they may have operated
simj-1ar establishments. The returns also show George Newbolt, schoolmaster,
aged 27 , living with hi.s niother i.n lyalkers P1ace, but he may well have been
a non-resident teacher at one of the more reputable schools, likewise Charlotte
Gould aged 21, lodging at No.7 South Place, who gives her occupation as Infmt
School Teacher (perhaps at the National School).

This completes the record of schools in Putney parish in 1851, as far as cm be
ascertained. The list night be longer, for some of them seem to have been of a
very trmsient nature: for instmce in the 184O's there was a boys boarding
school at Ivy Cottage, 19 Gardiner's Lane, run by George Ogg with fifteen
boarders aged from 6 to 11. There were no resident staff, so presmably hj.s
four sons and one daughter, al1 in their twenties, taught md looked after the
boys. By 1851, however, he had gone and the house was occupied by Edward Morris,
a Master Tailor from Devon, with his wife, four children md a maidservant.

About this time too, contemporary maps show a Roman Catholic school in George's
P1ace, in the heart of the Irish enclave between Bigg's Row md March's P1ace,
but it evidentl,y just missed the 1851 returns.

Fina1ly, on the frj"nge of the educational bxacket, we have Robert Wilde aged
53, Iiving in Back Lanes between ll,alkers Place and the corner of what is now
Stratford Grove/Cardinal P1ace, who is described as "Educational ud Geographical
Model1er, employj-ng two apprentices". The apprentices were his own sons, aged 15
md 16, and presumably they made a l-iving constructing terrestrial globes and
three-dimensional landscapes I
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LEISL'FIE

Just how the bul-k of ttre inhabitants of Putney occupied their leisure tine -
assmi.ng they had any in 1851 - is difficult to determine. Th6 census contains
only two slightly relevant entri-es: at Richmond Lodge in Upper Richmond Boad
(now Balmuir Gardens), lived Fanny F1tzwil1i.m with her son ag,ed 24, described
as a Theatrical Musical conposer, wh11e staying with them as a visl"tor was John
Bucston, 45, Theatrical comedian. Evidently a Thespian sort of household, but
since Putney had nei.ther a theatre nor a music ha11, uot even a working nenrs
club or recreation room, it is unlikely that their talents found any loca1
application.

Ttre other entry relates to outdoo" sport: staying as a visitor in Biggs Row
was Edward Pope, 28, simply desc"ibed as"Cricketter"; by birth he wou1d. have
qualified fo! Kent, assuming he was of that standard. Cricket certalnly was
played in the parish; Roehanpton crlcket club has occupied a pltch on putney Heeth,
by the Telegraph, since 1842, whlle Manoxial Teco"ds give an lndication of earller
aDd less organised activities. At a court Baron held on 31st July 18oo it is
recorded that "complaint having been rnade unto thi.s court that dlvers pelsons
frequently play at cricket on Putney Lower commoD, near the gate leadiug flom
Windsor Street to Barnes, to the great inconvenlence and annoyance of travellers
passing and repassing, by the cricket baLls being flung in the road and the
players stopping them with their bat8 ln an lnproper nanner, to the obstruction
of horses in carriages. rt is o"dered that the Bayliff of this Manor do take an
account of their names and places of abode and lnforn thern that they $,i11 be
prosecuted as tresspassers unless they carry on their garnes and di.versions ln
future so as not to be a detriment and nuisance to His MaJesty's Liege subjects".
No doubt slmilar rough and ready football games took plece in the appropriate season.

With regard to other outdoor sports, there had been a bowllng green on the
Heath in the 18th Century, but it had loag since been closed down, and anyway
its use would have been largely confined to wealthy visitors from London taking
a day out in the country.

Rowing started as a recreation in about 1800, but none of the clubs had established
themselves at Putney by 1851, although the London Bowing cLub is believed to have
operated from a shed by the river in 1856, replaced by the present boathouse in
1871. It is doubtful though whether this club would have catered for the locals
to any extent - it was then largely ar association of City articled clerks and
the like.

There was however, one leisure occupatlon that was well catered fo!, and that
was drinkingl There were in 1851 no fewer tl.an twenty-two licensed taverns ard
public houses in the parish, one for every 156 people over the age of 14, an
increase of five on the totaL twenty-five years prevlously. This nay account to
some extent for the gloomy and disparaging tone of reports recorded about this tine
by well-meuing missj-onaries, on the manners and norals of the Putney tosnspeople.
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A list of the public houses in 1851 nakes interesting reading today: eight of the
22 }]ave since closed (narked + below), but at least a dozeu have opened in their
place, though not al1 of then survive to the preseqt day. The list is as foIlorya:-

In the High Stleet, the Red Lion+, I{hite Lion, BuII and Star+, Coopere Arns+,
Spotted Horse, Rose alrd Crown+. In lfandsworth Lane, the Queens Head+ and the
Castle, In Back Lanes, the JolJ.y Gardeners and ln North P1ace the Bricklayers
Arms. In WLndsor Street, the Star and Garte} and the Elght BellB+, and ln itB
continuation i.n Lower Rlchmolld Road the Dukes He&d and the HaIf Moon. In Upper
Blchmond Road the Fox and llounds (since renaned the Coach and Elght) lai.d I
doubtful clain to havlng been founded in 1360, whlle the Arab Boy was less thsn
ten years old. On Putney lleath wete the Greeu Man and the Teleglaph, ard down ln
Putney Vale (othen{rlse Klngston Botton) was the Bald Faced Stag+. Boeha4pton
Village supported three 1nns, the Xings Head, the Angel and the Queens Head+.
Ttrere was also one unnemed "beer shop" on the Lower Common at tbe corrrer of
Stewarts Rents and Sadlers Buildings (now covered by Jerrold Lodge), which would
no doubt have been eclipsed by the opening of the Cricketera and the Spencer Alns
nearby.

Of the fourteen which survive, only four, the Bricklayers Arns, the Arab Boy,
the GreeD Man and the Nings Head are practically unchanged externalLy. The Spotted
Horse and the Telegraph still retain their original buildings but have undergono
a "face-lift"; all the others have been demoliahed and rebuilt.

{.{ ?
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TtlAr\ISipOFlT
A . tReIr srRvtcrs

PosL h-oc propter hoc is a maxim which, in the field of 1ocal history, has given
rise to my mount of firmly established folklore which, on close examination,
serves mainly to j.llustrate the danger of junping to conclusions! The oft-
quoted statement that the arrival of the railway in Puttrey in July, 1846, had
an imediate effect i]r triggering off its transformation from a quiet Surrey
vitlage to a Metropolitm suburb seems to be a good exanple of this sort of
hasty judgement.

Exmination of the pattern of train services to md from Putney in 1851
indicates that, while they were almost generous fora their day and for the size
of the commuity served, they offered 1itt1e or no incentive to would-be
comute rs .

Putney was (and sti11 is) served by the "'l/i.ndso" Line" to and fxo!tr Waterloo,
operating independently of the South l{estem Railway's main lj,ne, which by then
had reached out to Southanpton md Portsmouth, with a branch to Hampton Court.
The Windsor line by 1851 included the 'Loop' from Barales through llounslow
which rejoined the orlginal line through Rlchnond at Felthan. These lines
carried 21 departures daily from Waterloo, and 22 arrivaLs. The se?vices provided
were simple: to ild from windsor via Richmond and TwickenhaJB (there rvas one
exception, a mid-af,ternoon train via Hounslo$r to FeLtha.m and Yirindsor), alternating
wj.th short worklngs to and fron Twickenham only, and to and from Hounslow via
the 'Loop'. Many of the trains served both destinations, spLitting at Barres.
Only six trains each way passed Putney, which had 15 down and 16 up trains each
weekday, giving ar approximately hourly service. On Sundays this was reduced to
six down and seven up trains at irregular intervals.

An indicatj-on of the type of traffic expected, houever, lies in the fact that
the first up trains left Putney at 8.6an., 9.1am. , 9.24am., and 10.25m,,
arrj-ving at Yl,aterloo at 8.30am., 9.25m., 9.40an., and 10.50am., respectively.
Of these only the first two carried srd class passengers, and for the rest
of the day, with the exception of the 1.25pm. and 9.40pm. off Putney, a1I trains
were 1st and 2nd class only. In the down direction the service was similar.
Only the 7^35m. (7.56 at Putney) and the 7.1pn. departures from lvaterloo
carried third class passengers; the other thirteen were 1st and 2nd class only.

The pattern of Victorian hours of work wouLd have made these servlces quite
useless for artisans md the labouring grades who forned a large part of Putney's
population, and equally inadequate for wage-eafarlng clerks enrployed ln the City.
The only rworkers' who could have used them would be the upper layers of the
professional classes, the lawyers and the bmkers, of whon Putney boasted a fair
number, although they formed only a sma1l proportion of the total population.

On this evidence, therefore, it seems reasonable to assme that in 1851 Putney's
pattern of ernployment must sti11 have been very self contained, daily work being
possible only within walking distance, and owing nothing to the coming of the
rai lway.
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Even at this early date the railway did provide some ernployment 1ocally, up
to a dozen or so jobs. Thus we find George Ga11oway, aged 36, "Railway
Station C1erk" (in charge of the booking office), living in that part of The
Gardens later named Clarendon Road. I'llhen bui1t, this consisted of eight houses
in an L-shaped arrangement from its present junctlon with Charlwood Boad, to
what is now 'Springfield', 332 Upper Richnond Road. The railway cdt between the
last two of these, and the house on the north side, in which George Galloway
lived, was only a few ya"ds from the tracks. It was no doubt railway property,
and was denolished in the 1880's to make room for the widening to four tracks.

Janes Sutton, "Agent to the L.S.VI.R." was living at No.7 Prieats Bridge, md had
as a lodger J.Harvey, 16, Clers on the L.S.W.R., while two of the four cottages
in Dyers Lane provided homes for four Eailway Labourers (for track naintenalce?)
and one porter. There were three more porters, one living in the High Street
next door to the Bull md Star, ore in Russell's Place and one at No.1 Priests
Bridge. I'inally, Benson Varnals, aged 14, at No.10 North PIace, described hj-s
occupation as "nailway Servant", probably in the grade usually designated as
,,Boyi,.

Few, if uy of these railway employees were born locally, the majority coming
from places near the South Western's main line in Surrey and Hampshire. In the
case of Will-ian Cheasley, however, one of the labourers living in Dyers Lane,
1t is tempting to draw another, wholly conjectural, conclusion. lle was born in
1823 at Gatton, near Mersthan, and his wife at neigate, while their elder child
was born in 1848 at Wandsworth, and the younger in June 1850 in Putney, Could
he have found his early enployment on the Surrey Iron Railway or its extension,
whlch passed near his hone, noving to Vlandsworth in the process, and after its
closure in 1846 gettlng a slmilar Job on the newly-built Richnond line? An
j.nteresting possibility, but nothing more!
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f'or the study of other folms of trarsport in 1851, we are fortunate j.n having
the first edition of "The Illustrated Omibus Guide", which was published in
May that year j.n connection with the Hyde Park Exhibition, price 6d. It was
available, intet a1ia, from lv.H.Smith & Son, 136 Strmd, a good many years
before Putney acquired its own branch.

Horse bus service No.95 (although the buses then did not carry any route numbers,
but were painted distinctive colours, such aE white for Putney), operated between
London B"idge Station ard what was always called Putney, but in fact was the "Ei.ght
Bel}s" pub in Fulham High Street at the north end of old Putney Bridge. Ttris was
to avoid the operators having to psy the tolI for the bus, although Putney
travellers had to pay +d. each way to catch lt! The buses left Fulhan every
ten minutes from 7.40am. until 1O.OOpn., long hours for a bus 1n those days, and
went via, Brompton, Piccadilly and Bank, the Journey taking one hour with a through
fare of 9d. A 1oca1 joumey, say !'ulham to Brompton, cost 3d. These fares
represent weekly travel costs of 9/- xd 3l- respectively, a]rd coupled wtth the
time the first bus reached the City emphasise the role of the horse-bus as a
middle-c1ass conveyarce. Like the 

"ailway at Putney, the bus to town was not
aimed at the early commuter, but no doubt appealed to the wives of local trades-
men boud for a dayrs shopping in town.

South of the river, bus services uere sparse in 1851. A service left Rockhanpton
(sic) for Bank at 9.O0am. on weekdays, 5.40pm on Sundays, returning from Bank
at,4,3O, a]rd on Sundays from the White Horse Cel1ar in Piccadilly at 9,15pn.
The fare was L,/-. In view of the great dj.sparlty ln Roehampton between the
carriage-owning bankers and aristocrats and the relatively innobile lower
classes, it is difficult to see what market this bus tapped. Four buses a day
ran from Winbledon to St.Paul's or Bank, passing through Putney. The fare for
this was also 1/-. This service provided the earliest public trmsport betu,een
the two villages, along the lj.ne now served by the g3 bus. Putney Heath was
served by the once-daily Kingston-Gracechurch Street bus whlch passed at
about 8.30.

In 1851, then, Putney lay at the very edge of the frequent horse-bus netwoxk
which had evolved in London since 1829, although the level of service to
Fulhm was probably aimed as nuch at the Putney traffic as that of the forner
village. Putney remained isolated until the bridge was freed from tolI in
1880, when the buses crossed over to use a stand outside the Whlte Lion,
farLiliar from Fieldrs early photographs.

Much less is known about the steamboats which ran up-river in 1851. The
Omibus Guide details the ten-minute service provided by the Cltizen and
Iron Steamboat Conpanies, which had been established in the 1840's, although
this ran only from London Bridge to Battersea/Chelsea piers. Putney is not
mentioned, and probably was too remote for a scheduled servlce at this date,
although pleasur.e steamers had been plying from Richmond aad elsewhere as early
as 1824. It must also be remembered that the racing world had yet to eatablistr
itself at Putney on a pernilent basis, and that loca1 rlverslde activity was
at a low ebb at the mid-century (see section on lyatermen).






