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Preface

This is the first of a new series of guides to local history sources to be
pubi ished by the Wandsworth Historical Society.

The listings and catalogue in the guides will relate to the area of the
present London Borough of Wandsworth, but, because of past history and
changes of boundaries, neighbouring areas wi I I natural ly ccrne into them

It is important to stress,however, that the whole series is to be published
with a view to being useful to a wider readership than just Wandsworth
local historians.

Firstly, the types of sources - and future guides will include maps, news-
papers and voterst lists - are relevant and useful to the study of any place.
Each guide will try to trace the background and developrnent of source material

Secondly, there wi I I be I ists of I ibraries and record offices
are to be found. ln London especial ly local history sources
scattered in unexpected places. The chances of history have
material about one part of London being deposited or acquired
another borough.

Thirdly, the writers of the guides will try to show the kind
to be found in each type of source and give some idea of how
for local hi story research.

Society will wecome any comments and suggestions

whe r e sou rce s

are I ikely to be
of ten I ed to
miles away in

of information
they may be used

The f,/andsworth H i storical
for future publ ications.

The wr i ter of the present
and record off i ces I i sted
while the guide was being

guide would like to thank staf f of those libraries
in the append ix for the ir kindness and wi I I ing help
compi led,

R i ta J Ens ing



Introduction

Directories are publ ications which appear, usually at regular intervals, often
annually, containing alphabetical and sometimes classified I ists of trades and
progressions, and I ists of private residents. Local directories usually also
I ist streets in alphabetical order, showing the private or commercial occupant
at each number. They are often preceded by a few pages of general and official
i nforma t i on .

This guide is concerned only with local directories, with particular reference
to the London Borough of Wandsworth and those parts of Streatham and Clapham
which formed part of the Metropolitan Borough of Wandsworth before 1965. Much
of the material , however, is usef ul for all of the London area. Chapters W-f. e IX-
will be useful, it is hoped, to local historians of any urban or suburban area,
and chaptersf toVTlrelate to London directories generally. The introduction to
Kelly's Buff Books applies to all the London suburbs, and the union catalogue
in this chapter, as will be seen, goes beyond Wandsworth into much of South
London.

To avo id conf us ion about the name Wandsworth, the term rl'/andsworth area' is
used throughout the text for the area of the Metropol itan Boroughs of Battersea
and ly'andsworth before 1965, whereas rWandsworth' denotes the old town and parish
of VJandsworth, as distinct from Putney, Battersea, etc.



CHAPTER l: EARLY LONDON DIRECT0RIES

The earl iest directory for London appeared in 1677, but was only a simple
alphabetical I ist of names of merchants in the City of London. ln the
eighteenth century, directories began to include the more fashionable private
residents in and around Mayfair, and trades appeared in classified order.

ln the early nineteenth century, some of the earl ier general London directories
began to extend to the suburbs and include the Wandsworth area. The following
publishersr directories are worth looking at, but generally there are very few
names listed, private or commercial. Most of them had short lives, and did not
I ast beyond the mi d-century. After t 860 fet I y's London Suburban D i rectory
began to compete.

HoLden's trienniaL drrectory. From 1802.
The alphabetical I ist of tradesmen's names for the whole of London
includes Wandsworth area names, but they are not separately I isted.

Johnstone I s London contrnercial guide, 1817 .

The fi rst di rectory to combine streets, commercial , private and
classified trades in one volume. 0nly a very few names are I isted in
the section for the Wandsworth area.

Pigot & Cots London and Prouincial neu contrnercial diz,ectoz,y. From 1827-8.
Earl ier editions did not extend to the suburbs. Wandsworth, Clapham etc.
appear in the Middlesex section; Iy'andsworth, as an example, has one page,
but has only three names for the 'nobil ityr compared with Putney's
twen ty -two.

These are not in the Wandsworth Col lection, but researchers can see them at other
libraries (see Appendix of Libraries). The Guildhall and the British Library
have the largest collections, but the Victoria Library and Kensington Central
Library have a good selection.

CHAPTER I l: THE P0ST 0FFICE L0NDON DIRECTORY

ln 1800 appeared the first edition of the annual, and stil I thriving, Post
Office London Directory, with the titlerrNew annual directory containing a
I ist alphabetically arranged of the principal merchants, traders of eminence..."
The following year, it was publ ished as'the rrPost 0ffice London Directory.rl
The connection with the Post Office is that it was originally compiled by and
for the use of letter carriers, i.e. postmen, who gathered the information on
their rounds of Londonrs un-numbered streets. ln 1836 Critchett, who held the
copyright, sold it to Frederic Kel ly.

Kelly was not an innovator, and the main improvements and additions, a class-
ified trades and professions section in 1840 and a court directory and a streets
section in 1841, had al ready appeared years before in other directories. Unl ike
the others, however, it has survived to the present day.

Until the publ ication of the Suburban directory in 1850, the Post 0ffice London
Directory included only the City of London, Westminster and Southwark and some
adj acen t pa rts .



CHAPTER lll: KELLY'S L0ND0N SUBURBAN DIRECTORIES

ln 1860 Kellyrs introduced a major new series of directories with the title
The Post Office London Suburban Directory. The preface to the first edition
states that it would commence where the London directory ceased and the two
works would cover an area of 12 miles radius. lt was publ ished at irregular
intervals at first; it appeared every four years from 1858, then every two years
from 1892, and annual ly from 1901 to 1933.

The Suburban Directory was divided into two volumes - North and South of the
Thames - which could be bought separately; a map was included of the area
covered. The preface also states that the sections would be the same as for
the London Directory, namely Streets, Commercial, Court and Trades, but it was
not quite as simple as that. The Wandsworth area is to be found in the Southern
Suburbs volume, and the fol lowing notes refer to that series.

The first section was an index to all the streets in the two volumes, and
includes al I those separately named terracesr'closes, places, etc. which
formed part of the main streets - a forerunner of the index at the front of the
current Kelly's London Directory which pinpoints blocks of flats and other
separately named large bui ldings.

This was followed by the so-cal led Streets section, which gave the suburbs in
alphabetical order, of which the Wandsworth area ones were Balham Hill,
Battersea, Clapham, Putney, Roehampton, Sreatham, Tooting and Wandsworth.
Summerstown was introduced later. 0nly Battersea, Clapham (which had formerly
been in the London Directory) and VJandsworth were given street I istings. For
the others, there were only two alphabetical I ists of names, private and
commercial. ln later editions, street sections were gradually introduced, but
at the end of the century Roehampton and Summerstown still lacked them.

After the streets came the commercial and court sections referred to in the
preface, which were alphabetical I istings for the whole Southern Suburbs volume
(repeating and incorporating the alphabetical lists of the smaller suburbs with
no streets sections).

The Trades section (also one listing for the whole volume) includes useful
headings which were not strictly trades or professions, such as registrars of
births, deaths and marriages; I iterary and scientific institutions, and lunatic
asylums. Finally, the Conveyance section gave details for each suburb of
omn i buses and carriers from London.

Some improvements were nnde in later editions. For example, in the fourth edition
of 1868 a I ist of churches and chapels was added, but not separately for each
suburb; the 1901 edition I isted the pol ice stations and local authorities, these
being the L.C.C. and the new Metropolitan Boroughs. The main developments were
simply of regular publ ication and of increased size. From 1!04, because of its
increasing size, it was I imited to the County of London area with the new title
London County Suburban Directory, and excluded the more distant suburbs; but this
meant, of course, that all the Wandsworth area was still included. lt ceased
publication as a separate directory in 1933, and the so-called county suburbs
were included in the main London directory from 1934, but with ever-diminishing
local detail, especially of residents.

The VJandsworth collection has the following years: 1884, 1892, 1898, 1902,1906,
1908, 1909. 191\, 1920, 1923, 1924, 1926, 1927, 1929, 1930-33.

Guildhall has a complete set, with a long, though incomplete run of dupl icates
on the open access shelves.

6



CHAPTER lV: EARLY DIRECTORIES FOR THE \^/ANDS\^/0RTH AREA

For the L./andsworth area there is a small
onl y a pa rt of the area, and most van i sh i

are.all in the t^/andsworth Collection and

Batten 1827 and 1841

A Key and companion to the plan of Clapham with its Common and environs
containing an historical and topographical description of the parish and

manor, with a catalogue of indigenous plants growing in the neighbourhood.
List of population, rates, and other parochial occurrences from t5O3 to
1821. Embellished with five views of the church and common drawn expressly
for this work. Clapham: H.N. Batten, 1827.

As its title indicates, this was not primarily a directory, but it did include
a 24-page I ist of the principal inhabitants and traders arranged under streets
in topographical order. Unusual ly, the existence of the working class is
acknowledged by showing the total number of cottages at their location in each
street - which at least adds to the topographical picture.

Clapham, with its commons and environs...and a I ist of the inhabitants
corrected to 1841...Clapham: David Batten, 1841.

This was only a reprint of the main text of 1827, and the I ist of inhabitants
contained less topographical detai I than the first edition.

Whetstone 1_847.

Whetstone 6 Co.rs Court guide and directory of the following places:
Brixton, Clapham, Kingston, Kew, Mort'l ake, Putney, Richmond, Streatham,
Upper and Lower Tooting, l.landsworth, Ec., Ec., Ec., to which is added
classfied lists of the professions and trades; also a list of all the
public buildings....of London.... London: Whetstone, 1848. Various paging

There are separate alphabetical court guides and classified trades I ists for
the places in the title. There is in addition to the directory a three-page
history of l^/andsworth, Putney and Roehampton. The advertisements are almost
of Kingston and Richmond traders.

number of d i rector ie s , some cover ing
ng after one or two editions. They
in the Gui ldhal I and British Libraries.

all

all

MetaLlurgicolt, 7867.

The Metal lurgicon local directory: Wandsworth Putney Wimbledon Roehampton
Clapham Balham Tooting Battersea Barnes Ec. Wandsworth: Joseph !/. Gray,
1867. 394pp

This directory was very much a local effort, being publ ished by Joseph Gray,
who had an extensive hardware business at No.12 l./andsworth High Street, hence
the rather strange title. The compiler writes of his fifteen months labour
(every house had been visited by his agent); he stresses his accuracy and his
intimate acquaintance with the district.

After the index to streets and places, there is a thirty-page historical and
descriptive introduction. There is a considerable amount of topographical
detail in the streets section, which has separate I istings for each place,
fol lowed by general local information - MPs, magistrates, Boards of Guardians,
Overseers, churches with times of services, transport, postal services etc.
There were many advertisements, but not al I local .

There was no later edition.
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120 \YANDgWOnTE C0UnT'cUIr)8.

Salter 1{ J. 2 Lorvaine rd
Sandels J, l8 Louvaine rd
Sarson ll, Conrt)l0n
.Sriuniless -[i], 6 l\orth ter, trortll ril
ljauntlels J, 2rQ St Jr;lrrr's IIill groye,
Selnrc.s \Y, 4 I'rtrli villas, J\[c:rlon rcl
Sennett Cl :\, Suntrners ton'rr
Sewell General, \\'cst hill
Short I'lrs,4 Spt'ncer vil, Southficltls
Siack It, Asliley lod gt', I 8 \\'irn'Ll,-:dort Park rd
Smith l', Ciothic vil, St John's hiil
Smit,h F, Tlrattet loclge, \f irrrble,l,-,tt I':rrir r,l,

Snrith G, Craven h()use sr:hool, l,astliill
fiurith J, lJc')s' school, Iilrst hiil
Srriith J chn, 2 lIe dinghrnr td. Sp.ncr:r' rri
Srnith Jtilrn, Suinnrers town
Smittr L \\', Sf Obersteine rd
Snritir'l' S, Southfielils
Smith $t', Conrmon
[-. , L'lrrk rtl
S (lir,te vil, Spenrrer rrl
S , I'urk road
S Oberstcine rcl
S tssell lrl
Stenning It, Aslrdorvn com
Stevens O I'. 3 Nr.rv rcl
Sterens \\1' R, Cireen villa, St Anri's I{iil rd
Stevenson ,f G, Parli rd
Sten'art ['], 4 Uologrre rd
Stewzlrt L, iJS Oberstcine ld
Stockman ll, 5 lfert,tin nl
Stevert Capb, -lierv rd
Sugg J \Y, I il llorsell r.l
Sutherland trfrs, Pnrk rd
Suttrcrland \\', 13 Louvaiue rd
Swennell G, Devon vil, Cornlnon
Svket; .I, I'ark rcl

\trANDSETTOBTIi COUBT GUIDtr. IZ L

Ta Portal vii, SPeneer rd

'I' omerset ter, Ilerton rtl
T il llasb hill vilias
T B I.,,ou.Yaine rd
T Y Ii, 'rr.a., the Parsonngc, \Tandsrrorth

co ilnill cn
'I'holire J, Sotifhfi eiri's

Toi.jd C W, B llopctiel.'i 'r'illas, \\rantisrvor',li com

'.i'cdd G, Common
'I,lnliies Ii,20 St John's liiil grove
Turncr J, 10 St ,Fohtr's Ilill grove
1'urnct ,T , 2i Aucliiand rti
Turricr IIrs, Ireclict+ schooi, 3 Elrn terraee

Urwicl< S, Sl Joirn's hiii
\tarulianr }{-iss , 4 ilcdingham viiias, Spent:er roatl

Ttlughln J II, I S.pcncei'r'ilJrs, Scuthfielils
\\'a.ic G,2 Clizir pir ter, (,'irlrmpion st, St Ann's rJ
\\'aiJer J, Ctorner vil, \\'est hili rtl
\l'alker NIrs, Conrmon
l\'allis \\' G.27 St John's hill groYe

\\'ard Ii, 34 ()beisteine rrl
\\'arren. 10 Russell' rcf

\\'arripgton K. Nig_hlinglalc .9t, \\-itnLls"Yort[ c't'
\\-etsod'Edrvard, ?3 Aucklun<l roitri
\\'atson J, Iiisenheinr, \\rost hili
\\-atson IIiss, Ilerkely loclge, \\-t:st lrill
\\'atscxt T, the Galles, \\'andrvortir com

Wabscn T J, Common
WeatherleY S, l5 Auckland' rd'

\\'ebster .d, 25 Obersteirie rd
Weeder \\' F, J i Louvainc rd
\Velch C, Commcn
\\'eyman I), Park rci
Vhbeler R R, Park rd
l\thceier llenrY, \\:atrdsworfh eor

\\rhit,e G L, \\rest hill
\\'hite H, St John's hill

Green's Di rectory I869



Greents 7869.

R. Green t Cors South London Blue Book and Royal Court Guide for
containing the principal Private Houses of the following places:-
Streatham, Clapham, Bal ham, Mortl ake, Ba rnes, Putney, Wandsworth,
Wimbledon, Tooting, Camberwel l Ec. Ec. New l/andsworth: R. Green
1869. 12\pp

Su r rey
Br ixton,

t Co. ,

Each place has an alphabetical I ist of persons with varying detail for the
address, some are complete with house number and street, others are much
briefer - e.g. rVJandsworth Common.'

CHAPTER V: KELLY'S L0CAL DIRECTORIES: THE'TBUFF B00KS"

The local directory may be said to have reached its essential form with the
smaller-sized Kelly's directories known as'rBuff Booksrrfrom their popular sub-
title which derived from the buff colour of the standard cloth binding. Because
there were so many in the series (thirty-three in t898 for the London area
alone), and because they survived for ,nearly ninety years from the early 1880s
to the second World War, they will be described in some detail. This will be
followed by a union catalogue of the holdings of the six titles useful for the
Wandsworth area at selected I ibraries.

The buff books were published originally by a firm called Hutchings t Crowsley
which had offices in the City in New Broad Street, and three branch works in
London. The earliest copy examined is the Sydenham and Norwood directory for
188t at the Minet Library, which has its original cover bound in. When Kelly's
took over publ ication after 1886, the buff book had already attained the
standard pattern, which Kellyrs preserved, although it must be remembered that
Hutchings 6 Crowsley would have had the model of the main Kellyrs Post Office
London Directory when they started publ ication. Their achievement was firstly
in launching a series of really local directories for the rapidly growing
London suburbs, including much more detail than the main London directory, and
secondly in keeping up virtually annual publ ication. The handy form, sel ling
at about 1/6d, was evidently very popular, as new titles were added during
those fi rst few years.

The ma i n sect ions of the d i rector i es were: -

2.

3.

4.

5.

Descr ipt ion of the a rea and of f ic ial informat ion;

D i rec tory of s t reets ;

Comme rc ia I d i rec tory ;

Private residents;

Classified trades.

The first section gave a brief description and history of the parish or borough.
This was fol lowed by general useful information, including official information
- MPs, Sherriffs, members of the local authorities (Civit Vestries, District
Boards, Poor Law Guardians, etc. and later the Borough Council members and
London County Council representatives). Where the directory covered more than
one parish or borough, information for both would usually be given. Churches,
chapels of all denominations and their ministers, schools, police and public
institutions were I isted.

The illustrations show typical pages from the directory sections.
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As well as these sections, there were full or half-page advertisements
scattered through the volumes, with a I ist of advertisers. These can give a
great deal of information about the firm or shop, sometimes with a photograph
of the premises. There were also a few full page photographic illustrations
eac.h year, for example the mayor of that year, or of a public building, such as
the publ ic I ibrary. These, with the advertisements, are a largely untapped
source of illustrative material of people and places no longer in existence.

A folding street map of the area to a scale of 4rrto 1 mile was included, but
these have rarely survived except in the Bri tish Library copies.

Both Hutchings t Crowsley and later Kellyrs would alter the area covered by
any particular title, probably for sound commercial reasons. lt makes I ife hard
for the researcher, however, although the title was usually altered as well; and
up to 1922 the title page included a description of the area. This gave north,
south, east and west bound ries varying in precision from a named street to an
indeterminate area such as rClapham.'

CHAPTER VI: UNION LIST OF KELLY'S DIRECTORIES (THE ''BUFF BOOKSI')

A union I ist of the six Kel lyrs titles which contain in whole or in part any
area of the Metropol itan Borough of I'/andsworth and Battersea bef ore 1965.
These are:

Balham, Tooting 6 Merton
Kennington, Battersea t South Lambeth
Brixton 6 Clapham
Putney 6 Roehampton
Sydenham, Norwood t Streatham
Wandsworth , Putney , l./imbl edon etc.

The holdings of the Wandsworth Col lection, the Guildhall Library and the British
Library are given for each title, with the holdings of the Lambeth Archives
Dept. (Minet Library), and the Tate Library Brixton (Lambeth Libraries Service)
added where appropriate. See also the Appendix of Libraries.

The I ist shows the years available, with notes on changes of title, area covered,
any years it was not publ ished, the survival of maps, etc.

The symbols used for the I ibraries are:
W t/andsworth Collection (Battersea Library)
G Gui ldhal I Library
B British Library
L Tate Library Brixton (Lambeth Libraries Service)

M Lambeth Archives Dept. (Lambeth Libraries Service
at Minet Library)

A note on the dating of the directories

The publ ishers sometimes used the form 1885, sometimes 1913/14 to indicate the
year of publ ication, and sometimes the title page would differ from the cover.
The date in the I ists is that of the title page in every case.
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BALH AM TOOTING AND MERTON

lssueE
1

2|
3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

lssueE
17

1B

1g

2A

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

3t

32

oo
oo
oo

ooo
ooo
oo

oo
ooo
ooo
ooo

oooo
oooo
oooo
oooo

Yea r

1890

1Bg 1

1892

I Bg3

1 894

1895/6

1896/7

1897/B

1B9B /9
18gg /00

1900/1

1go1/2

1902/3

1go3/4

190\/5

190 5 /6

Yea r

1906 /7

1907 /8

1908/9

1909/t0

1910 / 11

191 1/12

1912/ 13

1913 / 1\

191\/15

1915/16

1921

1923

1924

1925

1926

1g2B

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

oo
oo
o

o

oo
o

o

oo
oo
oo

o

o

o

o

o

oo

Not publ i shed 191 6 /17-1920, 1922, 1927 .

Area covered from 1890 to 1923: extends to Earlsfield and tiimbledon Park

north and west, Mitcham etc. south, Clapham and Streatham east.

Then titled BALHAM AND TO0TING fron 192\ (area covered not given

Ma ps

on title page)

for 1899/t900British Library has maps in all its copies except that

\'Jandsworth has 1902/3, 1907 /8,' 1921 , and 1928.

Gu ildhal I and Lambeth (grixton) ! no copies have maps.
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BRIXTON AND CLAPHAM

lssue Loca t i on lssue Loca t i on-M. yea r lt-TlE-c w -fro. vea r mTT-c u/

1 1880(?) 23 1903/4 o o

2 r88z o 24 190\/5 0 0 0

3 1883 25 1905/6 o o

4 t884 oo 26 1906/7 o oo
5 1885 o o 27 1907/8 o o o o

6 1886 o 28 1 908/9 o o

7t887/8oo291909/l0oooo
8 1888/9 o 30 1910/11 o o o

9 1889/90 o o o o o 31 1911/12 o o o

t0 1890/1 o o 32 1912/13 o o o o

11 1891/2 o 33 1913/14 o o o o

12 1892/3oooo34 1914/15oooo
l3 1893/\ ooo 35 1916 ooooo
14 1894/5 o 36 1917 o o o

15 1895/6 o o o 37 1918 o o

16 t8g6/7 ooo 38 t920 oooo
t7 1897/8 o o o 39 t922 o o o

18 1898/9 ooooo 4o 1923 o ooo
191899/oooo4lt92\ooooo
20 1900/1 o 42 1925 oo oo
21 1901/2 o o o o 43 t926 o o o o

221902/3ooo441928ooo

The earliest catalogue reference is to a first edition of 1880, but the
earl iest edi tion examined is the second, of 1882.

It was not published in 1919, 1921 or 1927.

Hutchings and Crowsley published to the year 1886, with the title The Br"Lrton,
CLapham and South Lambeth Directory. ln t885 the sub-title Buff Book was added.
The area was described as extending from Kennington Oval t Camberwell New Road
on the north-east to Balham Railway Station south-west, Wandsworth Road and
Lavender Hill north-west to Loughborough Park and Tulse Hill south-east.

Kelly's published from the 7th issue of 1887/8 and at first included Herne Hill
and Tulse Hill, but from the 10th issue of 1890/1 it was again the Bz,irton, CLapVnm
and South Lambeth Diz,ectory. The area was then described as extending from
Kennington 0val to Camberwell New Road north-east, to Balham Railway Station
south-west, and from Lavender Hill Sc. north-west, to Loughborough Park and
Tulse Hill south-east.

From the lgth issue of 1899/1900 the title was changed to KeLLy's DirectorA of
Bz.trton and CLapham wi thout any apparent change of area.

Maps: Al I Bri t i sh L i bra ry copi es have maps
The Wandsworth collectionts 1902/3, 1904/5 and 1926 copies have maps
Gui ldhal I and Minet copies have none. Brixton Libraryrs copies for
1909/10 and 1925 have nnps. l7



11

3

4

5.

6

7

B

9

10

5

6

7

8

o

o

9

10

Loca t i on
Year Lm
1929 o o

1930 o o

1931 ooo
1932ooo
1933 ooo
1934 ooo
1935 0 0

1936 ooo
1937 ooo
1938 o o o o

1939 ooo

Yea r

1 BBB

18Bg

1892/3

1893 /4
1894 / 5

1895/6

1896/7

1897 /B

1B9B /9
1Bg9/00

190 o /01

190 1/02

1 902/03

190 3 /0t+

1904/05

PUTNEY AND ROEHAMPTON

PUTNEY AND R0EHAMPTON was a late-comer
as a separate d i rectory, the area
having been previously in the \^TANDSW0RTH

directory.

Maps British Library copies all have maps.
t^/andsworth, Gu i I dhal I and Lambeth
(grixton) have none.

The ear I i est ed i t i on exami ned was the 3rd
issu€, 1888. Not published 1890 or 1891,
then the 5ttr i ssue was pub I ished as 1892/3.

The earl iest title was the KENNINGTON,
BATTERSEA AND SOUTH LAMBETH D I RECTORY; i t
was descr i bed as cover i ng the who I e of
Kenn i ngton , Battersea and South Lambeth,
extend i ng to the Ri ver Thames on the west,
New i ng ton Bu t t s , Kenn i ng ton Pa rk Road etc .

on the east , Westmi nster Br i dge Road and St.
Georgers Road on the north, to Battersea
on the sou th .

From the 5ttr issu€, 1892/3, the title was
the BATTERSEA AND SOUTH LAMBETH D I RECTORY,

and it extended to the river on the west,
Clapham Road on the east, Kennington on the
north and Clapham on the south.

MgPt

British Library has maps in all its copies
Guildhall Library has 190t+/5
l,/andsworth has 1 89\/5

(fenn ing.tg.n) , gRttf RSfR_Rtt0 SgUtH tnMgEtH_

Loca t i on
T-ffi

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18



Sydenhdffi, No rwood and SISEATHAM

Yea r

1BB1

1 884

1885

1886

1BB7

1 BBB

1BB9

1Bg0

1Bg1

1Bg2

1 893

1 B94

1 Bg5

1 B95

1897

1 B9B

1 Bgg

1900

1 901

1 902

1903

1904

1905

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

12

13

1l+

15

16

17

1B

1g

20

21

22

23

2\

Loca t i on
m---i- -B-c I^/ Yea r

1906 o o o

1907 o o

1908 o o

1909 o o o

1910 o o o

1911 o o o

1912 o o o

1913 o o o

1914 o o o

1915 o o o

1916 o o o

1917 o o o

1919 o o o

1920ooo
1921ooo
1922ooo
1923ooo
1924ooo
1925ooo
1926 /7 o o

1930 o o o

1932 o o

1934 o o o

1936 o o

1938 o o o

lssueE
25

26

27

2B

29

3o

31

32

33

3t+

35

36

37

3B

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

t+6

47

4B

49

The Minet Library's copy of the first issue, t88t, is the earliest of any
of the series to be examined. lt has the original cover bound in. The spine
title on'the library binding is Sydenham, Norwood E Streatham, although
Streatham was not in fact included at this date. The date on the binding is
1882, but the preface is dated November t88t.

The first issue was published as The Sydenham and Norwood Directory, but the
area covered is not described on the title page. No copy of the second issue
could be examined, but the third issue, for 1884, included Streatham, with the
title The Sydenham, Norwood t Streatham Directory. lt extended to Dulwich
Common and Honour Oak north, to Beulah Hill and Crystal Palace south, and from
Streatham west to Lower Sydenham and the London Brighton 6 South Coast Railway
east.

The sixth issue, for t887, was still published by Hutchings t Crowsley: a copy
for 1888 could not be examined; in t889 it was published by Kellyrs.

19



From 1892 the title was The Sydenham, Forest Hill, Norwood E Streatham Directory,
but the area described on the title page was unaltered. ln 1899 ttre area was
described as extending from Dulwich north, to Beulah Hill and Crystal Palace
south, from Streatham west, to Forest l{ill and Lower Sydenham east.

ln'1907 the title was Sydenham, Norwood 6 Streatham Directory. Two years
later, with the 28th issue, of '1909, it was titled The Streatham t Norwood
Directory, and was described as extending from Brixton and Tulse HilI north,
to Beulah Hill and Norbury south, and from Tooting west to Crystal Palace and
Sydenham east.

ln 1919 the title was changed to The Streatham, Norwood and Norbury Directory,
and finally in 1930 it was titled simply Kellyrs Streatham Directory

It was not published in 1918; the 44th issue was for 1926 and 1927, and it was
not pubtished in 1928,1929,1931,1933,1935 or 1937.

l,laps: All the British Library copies have maps, except for 1884. 
_

Minet Library's copy for 1885 and Brixton Libraryrs for 1938 have the maps.
No Wandsworth copies have maps.
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t^/ANDSt^/0RTH

lssuer
2B

29

30

3t

32

33

3t+

35

36

37

3B

39

40

4r

42

I+3

44

t+5

46

47

48

4g

50

5t

52

53

Yea r

I BB3

1BB4

r 885

1 885

I BB7

1 BBB

r 889

1 890

1Bg1

1B9z

r 893

r 894

r 895

1 Bg5

tB97

1 B9B

1 899

1900

1 901

t 9oZ

1903

1904

1905

1 905

1 907

1908

r909/t0

Yea r

1 91 0111

1911 / 12

1912/13

1913 / 14

1914/tS

191 5/16

191 6/17

1918

1 91g

1 920

1921

1 922

1923

tgzh

t 925

1926

1927

1928

1g2g

l g30

1 931

1932

1 933

1 934

1935

1 936

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

12

t3

14

t5

16

t7

IB

r9

20

21

22

23

2\
25

26

27

oo

Publ ished by Hutchings & crowsley 1883-1885. The 2nd issue,for '1884, is the
earl iest edition examined. Not publ ished 1917.

The Wandsworth directory had more changes of title and area covered than any othersin the borough. Although the name of Battersea only appeared in the title irom
"1925 to 1930, large areas of Battersea.were always included, duplicating many
streets in the short-l ived (Kennington) Battersea and South Lambeth di rictory.
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Titles and area covered:

1 883 to 1 886;

The VJandsworth, Putney, Wimbledon, Tooting 6c. directory. Extends from the
River north; High Street Merton south; and from Wimbledon and Putney Commons

west;. to Clapham € Tooting Conmons east

1 887.

Cover title: Kellyts directory of Wandsworth, Putney, Wimbledon, Tooting 6c.
Area as before.

1 888- 1 890

Cover title: Kel ly's directory of l.landsworth, Putney, Tooting, Merton, Barnes E

Roehampton.
Area covered: River Thames on the north; Merton south; Barnes 6 Roehampton west;
Clapham E Streatham east.

1891-1902

Title page: Kellyrs l./andsworth, Putney, Barnes tc. directory.
Area covered: River north; Earlsfield south; Barnes 6 Roehampton west; Clapham €
Balham east.

I 903- 1915/ 16

Title page: Kellyrs l,landsworth, Putney, Barnes, Mortlake, Sheen tc. directory.
Area covered: River north; Earlsfield south; Mortlake, Sheen E Roehampton west;
Clapham t BaIham east.

1916/t7-t924
Title page: Kel lyrs Wandsworth, Putney, Barnes tc. di rectory.
Area covered: River north; Earlsfield south; Roehampton west; Clapham € Balham
east. From 1922 the area is not shown on the title page.

1925-1930

Title page: Kellyrs Iy'andsworth, Putney, Barnes, Battersea (pt. of) ec. directory.

1931-1936

Kel lyrs di rectory of Wandsworth.

All the British Library copies have maps, except for 1929.
None of the Guildhall Library or Wandsworth collection copies have maps.

22



CHAPTER VII: LATER NINETEENTH CENTURY DIRECTORIES OTHER THAN KELLY ' S

All are in the Wandsworth Collection unless otherwise noted.

ABC 1871

The'ABC Court directory and fashionable guide for 1871 including London and the
twelve mile radius. London, Ef f ingham t^/i lson, 1871 . 512pp.

Although the preface was written from 2t3a Clapham Road, which should argue sone
local knowledge, it provides meagre information; for example, Putney and Tooting
have only two columns each, and VJandsworth only two pages. lt has a streets
section to which there is an index of names, but the name references have to be
sought in page-length columns.

SOUTH LONDON SUBURBAN 1-873_4

The South London suburban di rectory for 1873-\...containing a comprehensive street
guide, and alphabetical I ist of the inhabitants, trades directory and various
useful local and otrher information. London, Effingham Wilson, 1873. 312pp.

The only improvement on the 187t eaition is that the full address is given for
each name in the index. The publ isher states that as a rule no inhabitant
occupying a house of less than f,30 annual value is included.

COURT GUIDE 1.872-3

The Court guide and commercial directory and gazetteer for Wandsworth (postal
district of), Wimbledon (Otd and New), Roehampton, Putney, etc. London, Green
6 co. , 1872.

This was the first edition of a new work by the same publisher as that of 1869.
Each place has a separate section, with a page or two of descriptive text, then
an alphabetical commercial I i st. The court guide is also alphabetical. lt is
not in the Wandsworth Collection.

CovdingleA 1B75

Cordingleyrs Court guide and directory of Hammersmith, Chiswick, Gunnersbury,
Acton, Shepherdrs Bush and Turnham Green. London, Charles Cordingley, 1875.
z39pp.

Although not included in the t i t le , pages 150 -220
District Court Guide and Directory , followed by a

each sect ion there a re s impl e al Phabet ica I I i sts
followed by tradersr names and addresses, with a

STRONG 187 B

Directory for Battersea Rise, Clapham and I,/andsworth Commons, 18/8. Battersea,
J. Strong,1878. Various paging.

This, and the t88O eaition were, like the Metallurgicon of t867, local directories
in every sense. The compiler James Strong had been butler to the Vicar of
Battersea, but at this time was a waiter, and ran a firm which hired waiters for
wedding breakfasts, parties etc.
He describes the area covered as being to Victoria Road, Clapham in the east;
East Hill on the westl New Wandsworth and Lavender Hill north; and St. Nicholas
Road south.

Following the usual local information, the streets section gives some topograph-
ical detail, with many individual house names, cottages etc. The references from
the alphabetical Iists of residents'nanes to the streets section are to page-
length columns, which then have to be searched. The emphasis is on private
residents rather than trades.

are Cordingleyrs Putney and
s ho rt sect i on on Ba rnes . Fo r

of residentsr names and addresses
few advertisements.
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E!!9A9J_9!!_
Directory for the Postal District of Wandsworth, including parts of Clapham,
Balham and Upper Tooting. Battersea, James Strong, 1880. 197pp.

Publ ished, I ike the first edition, from 21 Abyssinia Road.

The boundaries are described as westward, Wandsworth; northward, New Wandsworth
and Lavender Hill; southward, Nightingale Lane and Upper Tooting; and eastward
Victoria Road, Clapham, and fol lows the form of the fi rst.

sTf$ie,vffi

$ultcrior rurb $ngiltc[[e Oirblcs *t St[[tirrb Jiurrriturr.

Full-sizo CIub Match Billiarcl Tables, 4A, 45, bO, and. 6O Guineas.

Ottly Erlibitors, Paris E.rIt'ltitiott, t878.

STEAM WORKS_ST. JOHN'S HILL, CLAPHAM JUNCTION,
Orrrcr-VrlltrRs STREET, CuAnttc CRors St,trtolr,

Advertisement from Strong's Di rectory, 1880

8i[ [tiu:b Etoinl
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CHAPTER Vl I l: USING DIRECTORIES FOR L0CAL HIST0RY RESEARCH

Directories give quite a lot of information about a place, but there are
limitations. They are not necessarily accurate or complete, and their contents
are in the maln only listings. These listings are in themselves limited: for
exam'icle, at each private address only the name of . the househdlder is given. As
a result even important residents Iike the poet Swinburne atrThe Pinesr, Putney
Hill, would be excluded. Directories can be used as a starting point for
research, or as a link or cross-check with other sources, e.9. census records,
maps and rate-books.

With these constraints in mind, these are some of the ways in which local
directories can be used for research:

l. From a local directory for one particular year a picture can be built up
of a district or community or even a few streets at any one point in time.

2. By following through from year to year, the development of one area or
of one street can be traced from its first appearance, showing changes
in use of any one building or premises over the years.

3. The history of oners own house can begin with its first appearance in
the streets section. The names of previous occupants can then be found
year by year.

4. By the use of detailed comparison with other areas in the sarne town, or
with other towns, of, for example, the density of certain industries or
the provision of churches or public institutions, or amenities such as' I ibraries, publ ic baths, or cinemas can be assessed.

5. The development of any one industry or trade could be studied from a long
run of directories showing how it built up or declined. One pgblished
piece of research, from outside this anea, studied the furniture industry
around Tottenham Court Road, using mainly these sources. For a gazetteer
of local mineral water manufacturers, see The Wandsuorth Histoz,ian, No.l!,
0ctober 1978.

6. An important use of directories is simply as a quick reference sourcer.much
as they were used when they were current, but using the infornration for
historical purposes. Some examples are: the vicar of a church, the name of
the Member of Parliament, the location of a street or building, or a Iist
of the church schools.

7. For use in family history, where an exact address is not known, the alpha-
betical list of residents or the alphabetical commercial directory is an
important first source because many other sources - census returns, votersl
lists and rate-books - are only in street order.

8. The advertisements are a source of trade history, of social history and of
conmercial graphic art. Some may give the date of establishment of the
business, or show a picture of the shop or articles manufactured.

9. The full-page illustrations in Kelly's Buff Books, the
for example, or the photographs of public buildings, are
untapped.

10. The date of a photograph or picture of a main street can
determined by comparing the tradersr names or bui ldings
I isted in the directory.

portraits of Mayors,
a source largely

sornetimes be
shown with those
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CHAPTER lX: US I NG D I RECTOR I ES : S0ME N0TES AND [^/ARN I NGS

The physical condition of some library copies may be poor: sometimes the paper
was of poor quality and has become brown and brittle. Some libraries have old
working copies which have had a yearrs heavy use before going on file so pages
may'be missing or worn. Re-bound copies may show different dates, depending on
whether the date was taken from the old publisherrs casing or from the title-
Page.

Becauselocal directories were commercial, not official, publications, the
publ ishers could exclude any information they wished: there was no s,tatutory
obligation, as with registers of electors, to be either complete or up to date.
Usually paid agents gathered the information, but if they could not obtain it
the entry might be copied from the previous year or left blank. ln some
directories a payment had to be made to be included in the classified trades
section.

To find some districts or streets may need a careful search. The names given
may have changed: Garratt was a name given to a separate district in some
directories, while Southfields has been hidden away listed as a street. The
area around Battersea Rise and St. Johnrs Road was known as New VJandsworth for
many years.

Houses in the early directories were often un-numbered, even after 1847 when it
became obl igatory.

Changes of street names and of house numbers must be very carefully watched, lt
must never be assumed that a street name or house number found in an earlier
directory is identical with the present one. Some streets may even have changed
more than once. lt is wise to keep a constant check on the continuity of
occupantsrnames - and of the neighbouring premises. Official 0rders for street
name changes and for re-numbering were made by the Metropolitan Board of Works
(t8lS-t889), the London County Council (t88g-1955) and the creater London
Council from 1965. The LCC published two lists of street names (see bibliography)
which index the earlier ones, giving the date of the change in each case. Each
has a main alphabetical sequence, and a list of abolished names: the 1929
edition for 1856-1929; the 1955 edition for 1929-1954, with a supplement of
1967 col lating changes for 1955-1956.

The Official 0rder sometimes has a very helpful large scale map attached. The
original Orders are at the GLC Street Naming Section at Middlesex House,
20 Vauxhal I Br idge Road , Sl,/1 .
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Appendix: Libraries where Directories can be Consulted

Wandsworth Libraries Local History Col lection,
Battersea Distict Library,
Lavender Hi I l,
sl/l I tJB.

Guildhall Library (Corporation of London),
A I dermanbu ry,
EC?P zEJ.

The Br i t i sh Li brary,
Great Russel I Street,
t/c1B 3DG.

Lambeth Archives Department,
Minet Library,
!2, Knatchbal I Road,
SE5 9QY.

Tate Li brary Br ixton (tambeth Arnen i ty Serv i ces)
Br ixton Oval ,
s|,2 I JG.

Local Studies Col lection, l
The Royal Borough of Kensington s Chelsea,
Central Library,
Phil I imore Walk,
h/8 7RX.

VJestminster City Archives Department,
Victoria Library,
160, Buckinghan Palace Road,
I.,sl 9uD.
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